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The absence of Taylor Taxis is felt
throughout campus, especially as students look for a ride on a warm day.
After they debuted, the Taylor Taxis
have hit a bump in the road: the grant
money for the program is depleted.
“The grant fund has always been of
a finite amount,” Bike Kitchen manager Sean Maynor said. “So, it was
only a matter of time before the grant
ran out.”
The few functional taxis left on
campus are stragglers that were borrowed by students living at Taylor
over the summer or taken from the
Bike Kitchen driveway. Maynor noted
that these Taylor Taxis are not technically available for use and will be
collected soon.
Currently, the Bike Kitchen is in the
process of restructuring the model of
Taylor Taxis and applying for more
sustainable external and internal
funding. The program’s restructure
began with cutting all paid staff and
relying on a volunteer worker base.
Volunteers’ responsibilities include
learning the tools and techniques,
helping with repairs, building Taylor
Taxis and maintaining the shop. The
project coordinators are still looking
for 5–10 volunteers who could work
about 1–3 times a week.
Although nothing official has been
decided, Guebert is working to develop a new system where Taylor Taxis
may be available for checkout from

the Zondervan Library—much like
a book, laptop or movie. The Taxis
would be locked up and stored on the
bike rack outside Zondervan, and users would have to check out a key to
access a Taxi.
According to Maynor, the idea of
creating Taylor Taxis—a free, shareduse bike system—was tossed around
by several individuals before the idea
became reality. Mike Guebert, professor of the earth and environmental
sciences department, is the ultimate
brain behind the operation.
The idea was executed last summer
with then-student project coordinators, Maynor, senior John Gavin, junior Isaac Beaverson and Ben Shaum
(’15).
After administration gave the project permission to collect abandoned
bikes in 2007 and to use the Honors Lodge garage as a shop in 2009,
funding was a necessity to get the
project up and running. Guebert noted that the Upcycle Bike Project received several grants from the Taylor
Women’s Giving Circle, Community Foundation of Grant County and
the Ball Brothers Foundation in the
2012–13 academic year. The program
split the funds three ways: refurbishing the garage, purchasing tools and
parts for bike repair and hiring student workers.
In the 2015–16 school year, the Bike
Kitchen worked hard to produce 25–
35 bikes and received lots of positive
feedback on the program. Maynor
and Guebert agreed last year’s process was good, but it had drawbacks.
According to Maynor, Taylor Taxis are created from donated and

abandoned bikes left on campus at
end of the school year. A notice is
then sent out to encourage students
to claim their bikes, and whatever bikes are left unclaimed are converted into Taylor Taxis or scrapped
for parts. The taxis are gathered and
kept in the Bike Kitchen so they are
not stolen before being converted for
their final purpose.
Once the taxis were assembled,
the Bike Kitchen distributed them
throughout campus. Staff monitored
their condition so that repairs were
able to be completed as needed. The
tags found on bikes listed the rules:
how to ride the bikes safely, what to
do in the event of disrepair and who
to contact.
Unfortunately, the first complication the program encountered, Maynor said, was broken bikes being
abandoned in the exact spots where
they broke down. The Bike Kitchen

“Found this poor creature in front of
Wengatz and it broke my heart,” sophomore Ben Krapohl posted on the
Taylor University Class of 2019 page,
“viciously mangled, seemingly for sport.
The cruelty that some people are capable of astounds me. Remember, they
were here before us. #savethetaxis”

staff were left searching the entire
campus to retrieve broken-down
bikes weekly, which was a tiresome
process. The majority of the time,
staff member received approximately zero reports of broken bikes via
phone or email.
The second difficulty was the continued use of partially broken bikes.
Often students found a bike with
a small problem, decided to ride it
and ended up exacerbating the small
problem into a larger, irreparable one,
said Maynor.
The severe mistreatment served as
another hardship for the Bike Kitchen staff, according to Guebert. This
Taxi abuse had spent a huge chunk
of the program’s budget by the spring
semester. One example was students
hoarding all of the bikes at one hall or
hiding them around campus. Sophomore Heidi Krauss recalled an incident from last year: “I was just
walking back to class and—boom!
There I saw a bright yellow Taylor
Taxi hanging in a tree.”
The Enactus student club worked
on preliminary planning for Taylor
Taxis last spring, and Guebert hopes
that Enactus will continue their much
appreciated help this year.
As the program evolves, release is
dependent on developing working
Taxis, repairs on existing Taxis and
a plan to establish more responsible
use.
Maynor commented on the program’s official status: “We hope to
move toward a model that leaves the
users with both the free opportunity
to ride a Taxi bike, yet also the known
accountability of being responsible
for the care of that bike so that we
can hopefully eliminate intentional
damage or careless damage.”
While the Taylor Taxi program restructures to work out kinks and
establishes funds, students can be
proactive. These are cheap bikes not
made for mountain biking. Within the
walls of Taylor’s Christian community, students are expected to share and
treat Taxis with care and patience.
echo@taylor.edu

Sophomore Daniel Thomas Snapchatted
a picture of a Taylor Taxi in the middle of
the sidewalk with a missing seat saying,
“Something seems… off with this bike”

Dorm locks are here to stay
The safety update is a
precautionary measure
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Junior Nick Dennig swipes his ID to enter his residence hall, Wengatz.

A conversation between Taylor
resident life team members and
campus police department staff
resulted in a new safety measure
requiring keys or ID cards to enter
all residential halls on campus.
Previously, main residence hall
doors were kept unlocked during
general open-hall hours during
the day and locked when hall front
desks close. This allowed anyone,
including those not carrying student or faculty IDs, to access residence halls at certain times.
According to Jeff Wallace, chief of
police, and Scott Barrett, director

of residence life, the new safety precaution is a proactive step to enhance the community’s safety, not
a reaction to any kind of unsafe situation. “We’re a very safe community,” Wallace said. “And, actually,
we’d like to keep it that way.”
Barrett said the decision, put into
effect this semester, was reached
after examining the roles and purposes of hall directors, PAs, DAs
and front desk employees and discussing these roles with the campus police department during
spring and summer semesters.
The consolidation of Breuninger
and Gerig front desks was also considered in the decision to improve
hall safety. Previously, each dorm
had its own front desk and main
door hours, which varied. Since the
merger, locking both main doors
Dorm story continues on page 2
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“Seeing the look on people’s faces is what makes all the
hard work worth it.”
A carnival of clubs
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Taylor Participation in Clubs and Organizations
In comparison to other institutions
Comparison Group #1: Religious four-year institutions
Comparison Group #2: Nonsectarian, Catholic, and other four-year institutions
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During your time in college did you participate in student clubs, intramurals,
or recreational sports?

Taylor

69.8%

Comparison
Group #1

During the past year, how much time did you spend, during a typical
week, in student clubs or groups?

Comparison
Group #2

49.3%

Taylor

Comparison
Group #1

1 to 2 hrs

21.5%

21.6%

21.3%

No Participation

36.2%

33.9%

30.3%

51.9%

Comparison
Group #2

Information compiled by Katherine Yeager
Graphic illustrated by Derek Bender

A carnival of clubs
Analyzing and spotlighting
club involvement
Katherine Yeager
News Co-Editor

On Sept. 15, tables snaked through
both levels of the LaRita Boren Campus Center. The club fair, sponsored
by the Student Senate, raised awareness of various campus clubs and
organizations, from Taylor World
Outreach to Delight. An analysis of
activity involvement shed new light
on the number of students involved
in clubs.
According to Kim Case, director
of assessment and quality improvement, the 2015 Taylor Senior Survey
data shows Taylor students spending
less time in clubs and groups than
two comparable extracurriculars.
The first group (Comp 1) is comprised of other religious four-year
colleges. The second group (Comp 2)
is comprised of nonsectarian, Catholic and other four-year colleges.
However, other data shows Taylor
students spend significantly more
time socializing, engaging with
friends and participating with club
and intramural sports. This emphasis, according to Case, could be due
to a strong emphasis on hall, wing
and floor activities.
While 69.8 percent of Taylor students stated that they played club,
Dorm story continued from page 1

eliminated the need to require separate main door hours with only one
front desk open.
Since students have their ID cards
readily available for meal swipes
and library rentals, the administration felt that implementing this
safety measure did not impose an
undue burden on students.
Breuninger and Gerig Hall Director Abi Noble believes the safety change is a positive move that

intramural and recreational sports
since entering college, only 49.3 percent of students from Comp 1 and
51.9 percent of students from Comp
2 played similar sports.
The survey shows that 36.2 percent of outgoing seniors reported
no involvement in clubs or groups
during their time at Taylor in comparison with Comp 1 (33.9 percent)
and Comp 2 (30.3 percent).

All three groups held similar involvement in the 1–2 hour bracket,
with 21.5% of Taylor students, 21.6
percent of Comp 1 and 21.3 percent
of Comp 2.
Sara Bretz, graduate assistant for
Taylor Student Organization (TSO),
is a first year MAHE student and supervisor of Senate President Christine Rogers. Bretz and Rogers, along
with student senators, organized the
recent club fair.
Regarding clubs, Bretz likened
Taylor to Messiah College. According to Bretz, both universities have
a comparable setup for clubs. Messiah’s clubs also operate under a Student Senate.

“I really do believe that there is
something for everyone,” Bretz said.
“Being a part of a club is a great
way to make friends, hone in on
your skill sets and gain experience
in leadership.”
According to Rogers, while there
are no new offi cial clubs yet, the
Senate has already been contacted several times since the start of
this year as some students are looking to start a Women in STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) club, and others are
interested in starting a cheerleading
team. An official change this year,
according to Rogers, is the elimination of Men’s Programming.
Despite statistics showing lower
club involvement, Taylor offers diversity in clubs and organizations
comprised of members who are passionate for their shared beliefs such
as art, music or social justice and
for spreading those beliefs to others
through various events like Social
Justice Week, film series and speaker series.
Integration of Faith and Culture
(IFC) President and senior Savanna Sweeting and IFC cabinet members create and implement campus
events such as concerts, movie
screenings and speakers.
“IFC is a cabinet that believes culture is a vehicle for understanding
the Christian faith,” Sweeting said.

“We seek to provide events such as
concerts and movies to elicit conversations amongst the Taylor student body.”
IFC hosted past concerts on campus such as Kishi Bashi, Bon Iver,
Summer Heart, and Gallant. On
Sept. 30, IFC will bring singer Helado Negro to Taylor.
Some groups, such as Inter-Class
Council (ICC), are elected by classmates. Junior Nathan Mortensen began his third year on the ICC cabinet
with enthusiasm, thrilled to represent his class.
Mortensen enjoys being involved
through ICC with the planning of
events such as Airband, Taylathon
and J-Awards.
“Honestly all of the sweat, minimal sleep and stress is 100 percent
worth it when you see people having a great time at an event that you
worked so hard on,” Mortensen said.
“Seeing the look on people’s faces is what makes all the hard work
worth it.”
Some clubs, such as Enactus, an
entrepreneurship club, specialize in
specific skill sets. According to club
president Tyler Hagan, Enactus involves different student-run projects
that solve problems and influence
Taylor and the greater community.
Each year, finished projects are
presented at a national competition,
comprised of Enactus chapters from

universities throughout the nation.
This year, projects include TU Marketplace, Marketing/PR, Business for
Kids, Green Education Program and
the Promising Ventures Center.
Other groups, such as the Public Health Club, sponsored by Associate Professor of Public Health
Bob Aronson, attract students from
beyond the major associated with
their name. Sophomore pre-med
major Abby Crosley enjoys getting
to know others who are passionate
about health and society in an atmosphere that encourages digging
deep into problems faced locally and
globally.
The goal of Public Health Club,
according to Crosley, is to bring
about awareness of issues affecting the Taylor community and the
surrounding world. Crosley cited
the hand-washing campaign the
club championed last year as well
as monthly topics for seminars and
campaigns. This month’s topic is
bioterrorism.
The list of clubs, officially sanctioned by Taylor as well as unsanctioned clubs, sprawls longer than
the club fair tables set up in the LaRita Boren Student Center. Students
wishing to see a full list of clubs
and club leaders can contact Christine Rogers.
echo@taylor.edu

considers the best interests of Taylor community members. “It’s inconvenient to dig through a bag or
to realize we’ve lost track of our ID
card somewhere,” Noble said, admitting that she’s done both. “But
I think the trade-off is reasonable,
and we will all (develop) better habits of keeping our cards handy.”
Wallace noted, considering the
technological advancement between the metal keys used ten years
ago to the plastic ID cards and electronic system used today, safety

measures need to keep up with current trends.
Outside vendors, such as service
suppliers and maintenance crews
who offer services to residence
halls, can still receive access to
those areas and are monitored by
Taylor facility service personnel.
Although Barrett and Wallace
agreed that locking hall doors can’t
necessarily guarantee safety, they
said it adds an element of privacy
and control over who does and does
not have a right to be in the halls.

“We’re not trying to prevent people from using something they’re
supposed to be using,” Barrett said.
“We’re trying to make sure that, for
the safety of our community, spaces
are used in the way they’re intended
to be used by who they’re intended
to be used by.”
Junior Taylor Puitz, Swallow Robin front desk manager, said she
doesn’t see an improvement in residence life based on the change, but
she doesn’t see any setbacks either.
“There are still people that forget

their IDs,” Puitz said in an email.
“We have to let them in, which is
more work, when it used to not be
a factor.” However, Puitz says she
thinks the change has improved security within the halls.
Wallace said the precautionary
approach is consistent with Taylor’s
principles: “We would not be honoring our students if we didn’t know of
a way that we could take one more
layer . . . of approaching safety in a
way that is beneficial to them.”
echo@taylor.edu

“IFC is a cabinet that
believes culture is a
vehicle for understanding
the Christian faith”

“It was a life-changing experience, and I
would go back in a heartbeat."
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Through an open window

the light shines
Art exhibit sheds light
on mental health
Megan Herrema
Staff Writer

Minnetrista.
No, it’s not a misspelling of
“ministries.”
It’s actually the name of a museum
and cultural center in Muncie named
after the Ball family’s home, which used
to stand on the land now occupied by
Minnetrista.
Since the beginning of September,
Minnetrista has partnered with the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
of Delaware County to host the art

exhibit “Through an Open Window, the
Light Shines.” The art and poetry exhibit
captures individuals’ struggles with mental illness and their journeys into mental health.
According to Karen Vincent, director
of collections for Minnetrista, the exhibit reflects Minnetrista’s mission to
provide a community gathering place
for cultural exploration.
“Exhibits, programs and the Minnetrista Heritage Collection focus on several themes, one of which is health and
wellness,” Vincent said. “By hosting this
exhibit, we hope to show that mental
health is a vital part of the overall health
and wellness of our community.”
The idea for the event began when

Shall we gather?
A glimpse at local church life
Anna Oelerich

Local & Indiana Editor

In honor of Local Church Week, here
are four lesser-known Grant County
churches Taylor students call home.

1. Lakeview Wesleyan Church,
Marion
Denomination : Evangelical ,

Protestant
Pastor: Tim McClellan
Service Times: Sunday at 10:30
a.m., with young adult Sunday
school at 9:15 a.m. (No ride? No
problem. Lakeview has a bus route
and leaves Taylor on Sundays at
8:40 a.m.)
Known For: A strong focus on missions. Lakeview currently supports
missionaries in 10 countries including
Russia, Mozambique and Sri Lanka.

Image provided by Google Maps Graphic Illustrated by Isabelle Kroeker

Your new church home could be just around the corner.

community activist and artist Pam
Nicholas presented the NAMI Board of
Directors with a way to raise awareness
for mental illness and funds for the organization through an art exhibit.
Jay Zimmerman, who serves on
the NAMI Board of Directors, said he
jumped on this idea immediately.
“We thought we could, through the
arts, communicate a lot about mental illness and the journey into mental health
in a way that would touch people . . . in
a different way than if (they went) to a
lecture about mental health and mental illness,” Zimmerman said. “The arts
has the ability to touch people in deeper
and more meaningful ways, many times,
than hearing about statistics and facts.”
As a writer, artist and retired psychology professor at Ball State University,
Zimmerman contributed to this project in multiple ways, including submitting two pieces of artwork and a poem to
the exhibit. He said his experiences as a
psychologist and professor are expressed
in a variety of ways through his artwork.

Zimmerman expects over 2,000 people to attend the event before it closes
at the end of October. The exhibit is displayed in a room also used for meetings
and luncheons, increasing the visibility
of the artwork.
“A number of people who may not
have visited otherwise have been exposed to the art,” Vincent said. “It has

Get Involved: According to their
website, Lakeview's young adult
program gets together on Saturday
nights for OVERFLOW Rise, a youth
group service that includes dinner,
according to sophomore Nathaniel Fackler.
In a Student's Words: “Out of all
the churches that I'd visited in my
freshman year, this was the first
church that had such a program
geared specifically towards young
adults . . . . The messages delivered by
Pastor Zach Bardsley were ones that
really challenged me and my faith.”
(Nathaniel Fackler, sophomore)

could somehow take part in a Casserole Ministry? UUMC has an outlet
for you.
In a Student's Words: “Every
month, the community members
prepare a home-cooked lunch for
the students—just little things like
this can make a week a lot brighter.”
(Nysha Chen, junior)

2. Upland United Methodist Church,
Upland
Denomination: United Methodist
Pastor: Rob Neel
Service Times: 9 and 10:30 a.m.
Known For : Its mix of old and
new. UUMC is a home church to
many Taylor community members,
including students and faculty.
Get Involved: UUMC's Ministry
Menu lists 84 (yes, 84) different ways
to serve. Have a heart for children
with special needs? Want to put your
media skills to good use? Wish you

Carly Wheeler
Contributor

Literary London:
Junior Brecken Mumford is one of
13 students who traveled to the U.K.
last January for the Literary London program. She recalls how being immersed in the culture created
an atmosphere of excitement for
studying various authors and their
literature. Though she is a professional writing major, Mumford encourages students of all majors to

look into Literary London: “Even if
you aren’t interested in British Literature, it’s a trip for everyone.” The
group traveled all around London
on various day trips, spent time in
Edinburgh, Scotland and also had
time to explore on their own. Brecken was ecstatic to visit Wales during
a free day.
Upon reflecting on her experiences, Mumford remains amazed.
“I grew a lot in how I perceive myself and those around me,” she said.
“London is so diverse, and it helped
me see myself in a new way amidst it
all . . . (and) it gave me friends that I
will keep for a very long time.”

Footsteps of Paul:
The Footsteps of Paul trip takes
students to Greece and Italy. There
are many destinations, as the group
only stays in each place for about
four days, but according to junior
Kevin Boyers, this factor enhanced
his experience. Kevin was a part of
the Footsteps of Paul excursion last
January and is still being changed by
the experience.
“It was incredible to go through the
different cities and realize that Paul
walked on those same streets,” Boyers
commented. “It emphasized the fact
that the people in (the) Bible were real
and actually walked on this earth.”

Photograph by Halie Owens

Junior Brecken Mumford proudly displays her souvenirs from the Literary London trip during J-term.
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been a moving and beneficial experience for many of our visitors.”
The exhibit will be open through
Oct. 31. Exhibit hours are from 9 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday
and from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sunday. An
auction for unsold art will be held Oct.
28, with all proceeds benefiting NAMI.
echo@taylor.edu
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Minnetrista hosts an art exhibition to shine a light on mental health.

3. College Wesleyan Church, Marion
Denomination: Wesleyan
Pastor: Steve DeNeff
Service Times: 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m.
Known For : Reaching out to
the community. College Wesleyan
Church (CWC) leads programs within Marion schools and other parts
of Grant County. They also partner
with Senda de Vida, a church in Mexico, and are raising money to provide Senda de Vida’s sanctuary with
a roof.
Get Involved: There's somewhere
for everyone to be plugged in at
CWC. Whether within its walls or in
the community through Serve Grant
County (a volunteer portal created
by area churches), CWC is looking for
those willing to serve.

Expanding horizons
Students explore new
frontiers during J-term

3

September 23, 2016

In addition to daily teachings, the
group was able to explore on their
own in the evenings and visit incredible places. Boyers recalled how the
Bible became tangible upon seeing Paul’s jail cell and the waters of
Philippi in which Paul baptized Lydia. For Boyers, these moments gave a
more realistic mindset of the Scriptures. As students prepare to take
this journey this J-term, Boyers said,
“It was a life-changing experience,
and I would go back in a heartbeat."

Holy Land Studies:
From Europe to the other side of
the Mediterranean, trips varied greatly in geographical location. Some students arrived in Israel last January to
participate in the Holy Land Studies
trip. Part of the trip includes an indepth study of historical geography
of the Bible, immersing students in
the Middle Eastern culture by living in
Jerusalem and traveling throughout
the country. Sophomore Catie Dayton
found herself at a loss for words when
thinking of how this trip influenced
her life. “The Scripture has been ignited in my heart,” she said, “and, as
a whole, the trip grew me so much in
my different friendships and understanding of the Bible, particularly the
Old Testament.”
The times of stillness and reflection were especially meaningful for
Dayton. “Once, after a very busy day,
our professor took us to the Sea of
Galilee as the sun was setting,” Dayton said. “We read a passage of Scripture and then sat in silence amongst
each other, thinking about our time
in Israel and how God had grown us
together, just as the disciples grew
together in Christ two thousand
years ago.”
echo@taylor.edu

In a Student's Words: “I love the
worship and preaching; it’s the most
similar to my church back home.”
(Alyse Mitchener, senior)

4. Lighthouse Assembly of God,
Marion
Denomination: Pentecostal/Assembly of God
Pastors: Jerry and Paula Gallaway
Service Times: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
Known For: Emphasizing connection. On its website, LHA gives 10 reasons why they believe each member
should serve within the church and
use their talents to glorify God.
Get Involved: LHA offers small
group leadership positions for all
age groups. If you’re staying in Grant
County for the summer, they're also
looking for camp counselors.
In a Student's Words: “I can't say
enough about how the church leaders are the same people in church
you see on a Sunday as you would
when you meet them outside.
There are no ‘two lives’ that they
are living . . . they are genuine followers of Christ.” (Amish Mishra,
sophomore)
echo@taylor.edu

Confirmed
Academic J-term
2017 Trips
BAHAMAS (HONORS GUILD):
Michael Guebert & Jennifer
Moeschberger
BAHAMAS:
Cathy Harner & Maggie
Beckford/Deborah Stiles
BELIZE:
Carol & Rob Sisson
COSTA RICA:
Scott & Patricia Stan
ECUADOR:
Bob Aronson & Mackenzie
Miller
GREECE/ITALY (FOOTSTEPS
OF PAUL):
May Young & Mike Severe
LITERARY LONDON:
Colleen Warren & Beulah
Baker
ISRAEL:
Bill & Susan Heth
PHILIPPINES:
Cindy & Stan Tyner

Possible Academic
2017 J-term Trips
CHILE:
Chin Chang & Michael Jessup
CHINA:
David Lambert (with an
additional trip leader)
THAILAND:
Tom & Darci Nurkkala
Graphic Illustrated by Isabelle Kroeker
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Run fast,
don’t look back
The best and worst of
Third West Wengatz
Gabby Carlson

Life & Times Co-Editor

Run. Don’t let anyone tag you. Stay indoors. Go to chapel. Run faster. Don’t
look back.
Similar to every chase scene ever
made, Third West Wengatz puts on a
weeklong show for Taylor’s campus
every year: Melon and Gourd. This
tradition will premiere on Monday
and end at chapel next Friday.
“What is that?” some may ask. The
men of Third West Wengatz answered.
The Rules:
◉ The PAs start with the melon
and gourd on Monday at midnight. Then, everyone new to
Third West must run from the
Wengatz doors to the Sammy
statues and back without being tagged. If they are tagged,
they must carry the melon or
the gourd.
◉ Every participant must go to
chapel Monday, Wednesday and,
of course, Friday.
◉ Everyone playing is strongly encouraged to eat at the DC for every meal.
◉ Participants are only safe
indoors.
◉ If participants have the melon or
gourd, they must carry it visibly,
which might look very awkward.

◉ If either the melon or the gourd
breaks, it must be taped shut,
and the participant who broke
it must take a bite out of it later on the wing’s “Oktoberfest”
pick-a-date.
◉ In order to win, the participants must make it into chapel
on Friday without the melon or
the gourd.
◉ The two men stuck with the
melon and the gourd once everyone else is in the chapel must
take a bite out of it on the wing’s
Oktoberfest pick-a-date.
The PAs of Third West intentionally
pick out a large melon and a gourd, to
pass from player to player as punishment for being tagged.
And off they go. Third West men
dodge their friends at all costs, especially if a sweaty fruit or vegetable is
seen in their grip. For one week, there
will be no Third West men playing
Spikeball, enjoying the weather or
even walking outside.
According to Third West Wengatz
members, only one man has avoided
the burden of the melon and the gourd
in the tradition’s 24 years of existence.
Josh Chapman (’14) was never tagged
in his four years on the wing. Now his
brother Justin resides on Third West
as a freshman, awaiting his fate, or attempting to continue a legacy.
“I just want to have fun and not
worry about being perfect all four
years,” Justin said. “If it happens,
great. If not, I’ll still leave Taylor and

Third West with a lot of memories
from Melon and Gourd.”
This game is not without risk.
Last year, Robbie Brandkamp, now
a senior, was running from a produce-clutching pursuer and took a
plunge off of the wall between the
DC and Bergwall that he believed was
only a few feet from the ground. It was
more than a few feet, and his elbow
shattered on impact.
This game is not one to be taken lightly.
Exhilaration and anticipation fill
the men of Third West when they
cradle the melon or the gourd during
classes and inside any building, just
waiting to sprint out the door to their
next destination.
Next Friday at 10 a.m., the men
of Third West Wengatz will show
their creative side. From Noah’s ark
to grandma bodyguards, the empty-handed will stop at nothing to
make it into the chapel with no produce in hand.
“(The entrances) are super fun to
be a part of and almost more fun to
just watch,” sophomore Luke Brom
said. “Some of the guys get super creative at both entertaining the crowd
and getting in without getting tagged,
which makes it new and exciting every year.”
A fun game for the observer and the
player, Melon and Gourd brings the
men of Third West Wengatz closer
as a wing. They trick, they scheme,
they compete, but in the end, they
come together.
Godspeed, Third West men. And to
everyone else, get out of the way if you
see a melon or gourd in the hands of
a determined man.
Follow Melon and Gourd on Snapchat: melon_gourd and Twitter: @
Melon_Gourd to get live shots of
the action.
ourd to get live pieces of the action.
echo@taylor.edu
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Current senior Josh Adams cradles the melon as he desperately guards his
enemies entrance to the chapel during last year’s Melon and Gourd.
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Current Third West junior, Joe Schuette, holds doors open for women but
slams them shut for his wingmates during last year’s Melon and Gourd.

We are excited to announce
a new addition to the Life
and Times section. We will be
conducting a year-long open
house competition. Life and
Times Co-Editors or writers will
come to every open house and
rate it on decoration, wing or
floor involvement, originality
and overall experience. Reviews
will be placed in the following
week’s issue. The wing or floor
that has the most points by the
end of the school year will win a
fabulous prize!
Graphic by Jeanine Aupperle

It’s important to remember that it’s OK to
say no.
Chrysa’s corner

Wing wishes
Birthday celebrations
in the dorms
LeighAnn Wolle

Life & Times Co-Editor

Gone are the days of celebrating your
birthday at school with cupcakes
and Capri Sun. Now, your birthday
is just another day on campus unless
your friends help you celebrate!
Wings and floors across campus
have special traditions to celebrate
their members.
Second East Olson honors their
women in style. On her special day,
the birthday girl wears a pink sash.
Once a month, the whole floor
gathers in the lounge and shares
Sunday Sundaes to celebrate that
month’s birthdays.
Sophomore Maureen McGauran
also shared about the special 21st
birthday tradition: “At midnight we
all get together in the lounge and
have a little party. We blare music and
dance around.”
First South English celebrates their
birthday women in a couple of ways.
For most birthdays, roommates will
make treats and plan small gatherings
that everyone on the wing is invited
to attend.

Rachel Burns, a sophomore on First
South, has a unique birthday that is
not celebrated like the rest of those
on her wing.
“There’s this one week at the end of
April or beginning of May where there
is a birthday almost every single day
of the week,” Burns said. “So instead
of having a bunch of little parties we
have one really big, fun party! Last
year, our community connection was
kind enough to let us have the party
at their house, which made it even
more special.”
Third South English sophomore
Joy Steckenrider loves participating
in her wing’s birthday tradition. “The
whole wing gathers at midnight
to surprise the birthday girl in her
room,” Steckenrider said.
Her roommate will then lead the
wing in a special birthday chant,
then the wing sings “Happy Birthday
to You” as loudly as possible. The
roommate also bakes a treat for the
wing and everyone makes a card for
the special day.
At least half of men’s wings and
floors have no traditions surrounding
birthdays. Second West Wengatz
decided to change that. They have
started “Pancakes for the Month.”
At the end of every month, the men
gather together and celebrate the
birthdays of the month with pancakes.

Chrysa Keenon

Subscription & Distribution Manager

Being the girl who wants it all is hard. Being
Leslie Knope is harder. Even if you don’t
know who she is, I’m sure you have heard of
the trope of a strong female who overworks
herself and ignores sleeping and eating in
order to get something done. Unfortunately,
friends, I fall into this category. It’s the first
month of the semester, and I already have
spread myself so thin that if I were butter,
I’d barely be able to get on the knife much
less be spread on bread.
I know a lot of others in the Taylor
community are in the same boat. So the true
question is, when do you say “no” and take
a breath?
“No” is a scary word by itself. I’m afraid to
say it most of the time. It is the fear of being
seen as incompetent that keeps me taking on
responsibilities that I may not have the time for.
But saying no is necessary. It is vitally important

Ivanhoes run: It is the most
obvious thing to do, but put
a fun twist on it! Buy some
candles and stick them on top
of your friend’s sundae.
The Bridge: Going on a lunch or
dinner date to the Bridge Cafe
is a quiet way to celebrate your
friend. You could buy him or her
an item from their favorite local
artist as well.
Go to their favorite restaurant
in Marion or Muncie: Although
Upland does not have too many
options for birthday meals,
Marion and Muncie are just
short drives away. Check ahead
of time to see if the restaurant
has any birthday freebies.
echo@taylor.edu

to recognize when your body and mind have
been pushed over the edge. Here are a few
questions to consider whether you have reached
your stress limits.
1. Do you feel tired even after a good
night’s sleep?
2. Do you have little time to yourself outside
of meetings, classes or social time?
3. Are you in more than one leadership
position that requires a lot of your time?
4. Have your workouts not felt as rewarding
as they usually do?
5. Do you have so much work that you don’t
know where to start?
If you really think about these questions,
I’m sure we all will come to conclusions
will come to conclusions that will make us
wince. Being involved is a positive aspect of
our lives. Even though we may hate to pass
up an opportunity when it arises, it turns
out to be for the best more often than we
like to believe. However, if you answered
yes to more than one of these questions, it
may be in your best interest not to take on
another opportunity.

However, there are a handful of once-in-alifetime chances that we think will never come
again, so we have to take them right now. The
next time you are offered yet another chance
to be part of something that will be timeconsuming, take a day or two to think about
your decision. Meditate with these questions to
see if taking on another activity is right for you.
6. Is this something you can see yourself
being able to handle during finals?
7. Will you be able to relax and watch Netflix
when you take on this new opportunity, or
will it suck up your remaining free time?
8. Will it be something you will be proud of
yourself for doing two years from now?
These are just a few helpful questions to ask
yourself before you jump headfirst into that new
club, and they are worth pondering. If you’re
already staying up until 2 a.m. every night to
work on homework, chances are you probably
shouldn’t take on anything else.
It’s important to remember that it’s OK to
say no. We can’t all be Leslies. She’s a fictional
character for a reason. Real life requires tough
decisions, and, most importantly, sleep. When
in doubt, trust your gut, and you’ll likely end up
doing what is right for you.
echo@taylor.edu
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Columns by Chrysa are
right around the corner

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Peyton Nill @
 peytonnill
Prof. Hernandez: “Welcome to
Accounting 241, the only class in
the business department that’s
ﬂyer than a G6” #stayingrelevant
#tayloru

Anna Kate @
 laughingbanAnna
The sad part of 24@ Taylor:
watching all the parents drive
around our parking lot in a futile
attempt to ﬁnd a close spot
#tayloru #english

Echograms #TaylorU

Alyssa Morrison @alynicmor16
You know it’s a rough night of
studying when you stop and do
a Zumba video with your friend
at midnight in the student center
#tayloru
Brecken Mumford @breckydoo
Today I almost cried because the
DC had chocolate Chex... It’s
been a day. #tayloru
Josh Beaumont @
 JBeauSpeak
One of these days, I’m gonna
stop getting Chick-ﬁl-A twice
a day. But it is NOT THIS DAY.
#tayloru
Shelby Cline @Shelby_Cline
“Why don’t you have any money?”
Cause I buy too many We
Covenants from the Jumping
Bean... #TaylorU

@aspenoela
Made 70 new friends all because we saw an empty table
and decided to create our own friend club. I’d say the club
fair was a success. #blesssomebodyelse #tayloru
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Jake Smith, a junior, is excited for
this new tradition. “It’s extremely
fun because we are able to come
together as a wing and celebrate
the birthdays that might have
gone unnoticed.”
If your wing doesn’t celebrate
birthdays, here are a few ideas to
celebrate your friends’ birthdays in
and around Upland:

Chrysa’s
corner
Leslie Knope’s lament
“No” and when to say it

September 23, 2016

@wiz.katifa
// i guess this is what ur supposed to do in college //
09.17.16 #tayloru #football #college #trojans #butler

Connor Scott @
 iamconnorcscott
Blah blah blah... Bell tower ﬁxed...
blah blah #tayloru

A&E

TheEchoNews.com

“It’s just a nice way for the community
and the student body to hear their music
professors doing performance because
most of the time we’re interacting with our
students in a teaching capacity.”
Practicing what they preach

September 23, 2016
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First brush of fall

Converse, Indiana to host
painters this weekend

Photograph provided by Josh Welker

Josh Welker paints finishing touches on “Astrobleme.”
This exploding star is currently on display in Grand Rapids.

Astrobleme

Professor Welker enters
art in Artprize
Grace Hooley
Staff Writer

Assistant Art Professor Josh Welker
drove past the Sierra Madera crater.
He had recently finished an art piece
for an exhibit called ArtPrize that will
be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
He originally titled it “The Exploding
Star,” but something about this didn’t
sit right in Welker’s stomach. As he
contemplated the name, he gazed out
over the west Texas meteorite mark
left on Earth, and a new name came
to him: astrobleme.
Welker recently entered his newest
art piece into ArtPrize, an art exhibit
in Grand Rapids that runs from Sept.
21 to Oct. 9. ArtPrize consists of artists who submit their art to be placed
throughout the city. Welker’s piece is
named “Astrobleme,” which is defined
as the remnant of a large crater made
by the impact of a meteorite or comet.
“You start with a square and make
one, two, three points off of the
square,” Welker said, describing the
creation process. “Many things will
fit. It just depends on what you are
looking for at the time. I like the ring
of astrobleme. It is not supposed to
illustrate or represent something else.”

A&E Events

“Astrobleme” is located at the end
of the Blue Bridge in Grand Rapids.
There are a few major events
throughout the next two weeks, but
Welker said that the city acts like one
huge venue. He plans to continue entering pieces in other exhibits as well,
but he is pleased to have “Astrobleme”
in this exhibit.
“A really bright, bold sculpture would
be fun for some people,” Welker said. “I
am OK with it being that simple.”
Senior Peter Cho and junior Isaac
Beaverson went with Welker to help
set up “Astrobleme” in Grand Rapids.
Beaverson, a graphic design major,
heard about this opportunity from
Cho and was eager to help.
After going through this process
with Welker, Beaverson is considering entering his own work in exhibits.
“He challenges us to think deeply
and reflect on our work, without settling for something that isn’t quality,”
Beaverson said. “Josh practices what
he preaches in his own work, as seen
in his many sculptures, including ‘Astrobleme.’ He is not one to skimp out
on an opportunity, project or class
and desires the best for his students.”
Welker also challenged Cho, who
appreciates Welker’s perspective and
insights. Cho admired the artist’s attention to detail and purposeful art.
As he prepares for his senior show,
Cho wants to apply what he learned
from Welker during the process of
helping with “Astrobleme.”
“(Welker) has always challenged me
to slow down and really take time to
observe art to the fullest,” Cho said. “A
few concepts that I want to implement
into my show have been drawn from
some of Josh’s latest geometric work.”
Welker plans on taking his family up
to see “Astrobleme” next week, and he
hopes to take a few students in October.
ArtPrize allows both viewers and critics
to judge art pieces to award cash prizes,
but Welker says people must be present in order to vote. Welker would love
to see someone purchase “Astrobleme.”
“People can buy stuff, and all sort of
connections are made,” Welker said. “I
hope to not have to bring it back. Hopefully it is kind of a lineage of works.”
echo@taylor.edu

local businesses. Steve Reiff, mem- creating a treasure for the owner.
ber of the Converse Economic DevelAt 6 p.m., a local artist will host an
opment Committee, recognized that after party, providing a time to minLaura Koenig
Converse is already an established gle with sponsors, patrons and locals.
dining destination and decided to The address and more information
A&E Editor
help add to it.
can be found on the website.
Painters will splash white canvases
Businesses are helping and connect“This is the kind of event artists love
with images of rickety barns, tower- ing with the artists in a variety of ways. going to,” Wilson said. “It’s more than
ing silos, lumbering trees and quiet
“Once we told businesses what we just painting a lot of pretty pictures.
town life at the Second Annual Indi- wanted to do, they thought it was a It’s about meeting people and buildana Plein Air Painters Association’s great idea,” Reiff said.
ing relationships, and if you sell a
First Brush of Fall on Sept. 24 in ConThe community is hoping to attract painting or two, that’s a side benefit.”
collectors to come and buy original
For more information and a deverse, Indiana.
At this paint-out, artists from three pieces. However, locals can purchase tailed schedule, visit https://firststates will paint with their own styles pieces from the artists as well. Art- brushoffall.wordpress.com/.
“en plein air,” a French phrase meaning ists may paint a family’s barn or cabin,
echo@taylor.edu
“in open air” or “outside.” The painters will arrive in Converse, a 40-minute drive from Taylor, between 6 a.m.
and 9 a.m., to receive their officially
stamped canvases. Then they will have
about seven hours to pick and paint a
scene from the surrounding area.
Artist Rick Wilson of Edinburgh,
Ind., participated in First Brush of
Fall last year and is returning for his
second round. He was recognized
recently for painting scenes from
each of Indiana’s 24 state parks to
celebrate the state park service’s
centennial. Wilson explained his
process of choosing scenes to paint
in Converse:
“The first thing I look for when
choosing a site to paint is emotional
appeal, then composition and light,”
Wilson said. “Last year I painted a
backyard garden scene, backlit sycamore trees and a field of pumpkins.”
Photograph provided by Avon Waters
In mid-afternoon, each artist will
Community members and artists admire the finished products of the day.
submit one of their paintings to be
The experience of artists range from first-timers to professionals.
judged by Shaun Dingwerth from the
Richmond Art Museum and Debora
Stapleton from The Anderson Center for the Arts. Cash prizes will be
awarded to the top artists.
Artist incentives aren’t limited to
cash prizes, however. In response to
feedback from last year’s participants,
some of the paintings will be distributed throughout the Converse community for the public to learn from
and enjoy.
With the help of local sponsors,
one being Taylor University, the community will purchase one to three
paintings. The Oak Hill School Corporation agreed to house the collection, which will continue to grow in
the coming years.
Artist and IPAPA member, Avon Waters, is excited about the art collection. He hopes the art will educate
the community, especially because
Indiana played a large role in the history of plein air, starting with Theodore Clement Steele, an impressionist
painter who settled in Brown County,
Ind., in the early 1900s.
He hopes the school will eventually
hold in-services to educate art teachers about local art and how it ties in
with Indiana history.
“This is kind of a legacy we are trying to build upon,” Waters said.
Photograph provided by Avon Waters
This event not only interacts with
Artist Alexa Adamson was one of 55 artists who painted last year.
This year, there will be around 70 participants.
artists but also pulls support from

Practicing what they preach
of their choosing. They will display
a wide range of virtuosity with performances that showcase vocals
and instruments.
Cathy Moore, the concert and tour
coordinator for the department,
planned the event.
“It’s an opportunity for the music
faculty . . . to perform in one place together for the Taylor community and
for whoever else would like to attend,”
Moore said.
Faculty who sign up will perform
pieces that are between three and
five minutes long. This is a chance for
professors to display what they teach
to students and show their mastery
of music.
Graphic illustrated by Isabelle Kroeker
The format of the concert is differThe White Linen Chamber Concert has been an annual Taylor tradition for 15 years.
ent than the typical recitals Taylor
students might attend.
Music professors will share
This weekend, the department of muLeon Harshenin, professor of music
sic, theater and dance will put on its and one of the performers said, “It’s
their passion for music
annual White Linen Chamber Con- very hard to get up and play one piece
at weekend concert
cert. Attending students will see a and then sit down . . . It’s more chalIan Proano
different side of their professors as lenging than actually playing a series
full-time and adjunct faculty mem- of pieces where you do sort of menDesigner
bers each perform a piece of music tally get in gear.”

The Taylor campus and surrounding community have enjoyed the
White Linen Chamber Concert for
the past 15 years.
Some faculty members have made
it their custom to be a regular part of
the showcase. Harshenin has been in
the annual concert for over a decade
while Assistant Professor of Music
Conor Angell has been a part of the
event for the past three years.
“It’s just a nice way for the community and the student body to
hear their music professors doing
a performance because most of the
time we’re interacting with our students in a teaching capacity,” Angell
said. “This way, they get to see us
under the pressure of performance,
which we’re putting them under all
the time.”
The showcase will start at 7 p.m.
on Sunday, Sept. 25, in the Butz Carruth Recital Hall. There is no cost
for admission, and there will be a
cookie and coffee reception after
the showcase.
echo@taylor.edu
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“To solve these macro-issues, we must be
willing to step out of our comfort zones and
engage with the world.”
Cultural Conflicts
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Unpacking shame
My college journey
Sharee Nurse
Contributor

To tell you about my experience at
Taylor, I have to describe what preceded my time here. I grew up with
a lot of shame about the color of my
skin. I often felt angry at God for putting me in a black body rather than
a white one. I hid from the sun because I didn’t want a tan, and my
hair was always pulled back because
I didn’t like the way it drew attention
to my blackness. I had been taught
that racism was dead and that no one
saw color, but somehow people saw it
enough to point it out. I remembered
it when people yelled slurs at me in
school and on my walk home, and
when friends told me I was the whitest black person they’d ever met and
when neighbors in my white neighborhood threw barbeque and corn
onto my front lawn. It didn’t take the
form of a noose or chains, but rather subtle blows. And I thought I deserved it because to be black was to
be bad.
So at Taylor, most of my freshman
year was spent finally unpacking the
shame I had carried for so long, because for most of my life, it had just
felt normal. I had to unlearn so many

false narratives about myself and God
and people. As much as I’d like to say
that it was easy, it wasn’t. It hurt and
it was frustrating. Reshaping a whole
part of my identity was hard.
Sophomore year, I thought I had
arrived. I had dealt with all my racial baggage and I was ready to be a
bridge builder. I started having more
conversations with people, I joined
the Black Student Union cabinet and
I had more confidence. But eventually I entered conversations that were
not so open, I met people who were
unaware of the issues and I heard
about the shootings of unarmed black
men. Instead of reverting back to familiar shame, I got angry. I got angry
at white people who didn’t get it and
wouldn’t engage. I got angry at white
people who did get it, because they
could never truly understand what it
felt like to be black. I realized that trying to fix everything was a fast track
to burnout and frustration.
Junior year was recovery. It was
trying to give myself grace for not
being over the race thing as much
as I thought I was. It was also having
grace for others, realizing that God,
not me, changes the hearts of men.
It was giving myself the space to feel.
It was finding mentors and friends,
both black and white, who let me be
upset, angry and confused.

Friendship is the first bridge toward interracial reconciliation .

So here I am, senior year, president
of the Black Student Union, still trying to figure it out. Trying to figure
out what it means to engage in conversation without feeling like I have
to, because I don’t. Trying to figure
out when to speak and when to listen.
I’ve come to think that I won’t ever
“arrive”—not in this world—because
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May Young

Faculty Contributor

As a Chinese-American professor at
Taylor University, I am aware that my
perspective provides only one facet to
the Asian-American experience. The
variety that exists is far too vast to
treat in this limited article. With this
in mind, I will share a personal challenge I face as a minority, as well as
an exhortation for fellow Asians and
Asian-Americans.
Perhaps one of my greatest challenges as a member of an Asian-American minority is dealing with a
mindset that has, without distinction, grouped all Asians together. To
be sure, there are many who are sensitive to the cultural, ethnic and intergenerational differences. However,
many have not worked out the necessary categories in their minds. I hope
sharing my own experience will begin
to provide some needed distinctions.
Although I was born in Hong Kong,
most of my life has been spent in the

United States. I came as a baby and
have visited Hong Kong only a few
times. My Cantonese is proficient at
best, and I definitely prefer to speak in
English. I also typically use a fork instead of chopsticks, and I can’t really
cook Chinese food, but I do, on occasion, crave authentic Chinese cuisine.
I do not consider mainland China my
motherland and have never actually
been there, which some find shocking to hear. I am definitely not averse
to the idea of visiting the place of my
heritage, but I don’t necessarily feel
strong ties to China. This is difficult for
some to understand, given my physical appearance. My situation is complex because I feel like I can identify
better with the American experience
since I was raised in the States, but I
was also raised in a home with parents
and grandparents who were first-generation immigrants and whose experience was quite different from my
own. Like most first-generation Chinese immigrants, my parents stressed
the value of hard work, a good education, respect for elders and the importance of harmony. For better or worse,
my disposition has been shaped by

Kiran George
Contributor

We can define both heritage and culture as that which is passed down
through the generations, enshrined in
tradition and upheld by communities.
My home culture of India is, at its core,
fundamentally different from Taylor’s
common culture. I could rave and rant
about the numerous times I have been
discriminated against because of my
heritage or describe the various points
of friction that separate my life from
the average student’s, but to what end?
That would only itemize my concerns,
perhaps making the situation worse in
the process, which wouldn’t affect any
real discussion and would render this
article irrelevant. Instead, I shall focus
on the true problem.
From the earliest times, as long
as cultural sympathies have existed,
man has exhibited a remarkable capacity to resolutely believe in the virtues of his own culture. Every culture

has sought to cement the claim that
theirs is the greatest ever. Every nationalistic movement, from Mazzini’s
Italy to Hitler’s Germany, has touted
the integrity and importance of its
own heritage. Contemporary wars of
ideology reflect this notion.
However, this can be problematic.
If every individual sees their own heritage, at least subconsciously, as the
greatest, then interaction with other cultures is automatically subject
to preconceptions. Although I refuse
to advocate the notion that people
must not believe that their heritages are the greatest, it is important
to observe that this notion predisposes us to conflict with individuals
who believe the same about their heritages. This raises complicated questions, the most important of which is
whether individuals from conflicting
cultures can live together in harmony.
Depending on which narrative of
man’s origin a person believes in, he
may possess certain presuppositions
that shade his entire outlook on life.
Given that Taylor University is a Christian school, we shall adopt the Biblical

Photo provided by Sharee Nurse

when it comes to identity, the struggle comes in waves. Each time, I hope
that I’ll have better ways to overcome
it and find more safe places to rest.
I’m incredibly thankful for the
mentors, professors and friends who
have been safe spaces. I’m thankful
for Beyoncé’s “Lemonade” because
it makes me proud to be a black

woman. Most of all, I’m thankful
for the willingness I’ve seen in so
many people at Taylor to challenge
their ways of thinking and be more
open-minded about things. We’re not
there yet, and there’s still work to be
done, but it’s a process, and there is
grace for us all.
echo@taylor.edu

these values.
I share my own experience because
I believe that it is critical to recognize
the diversity that exists in the Asian
population, both internationally and
domestically. If we want to cultivate a
culture that is embracing and inclusive, we need to be sensitive to the differences around us.

our behavior may be shaped in part
from the following shared values in
our home life: oral language tends to
be used functionally, speaking publicly about one’s problems is discouraged, restraint in talking is valued and
people don’t talk about feelings or
personal experiences.
To be sure, not all Asian or
Asian-American homes stress these
values, but many do instill into children that silent compliance and
submission are signs of respect and
qualities of a “good” child. This goes
against the messages that emphasize
participation and engagement.
Having been raised in a home that
stressed respect of elders and harmony in relationships, I am often hesitant to engage as well. However, we
have been invited to the table to converse with fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ as well as other community
members. We need to take this invitation seriously and move forward with
confidence, recognizing that God has
given us a voice with a unique perspective. Silence is not necessarily the
only or the best way to exhibit respect
and harmony in relationships. Let us
take greater strides to know and be
known at Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu

This article addresses the
passivity that I have both
observed and exhibited
in the classroom.
The following is my challenge for
fellow Asians and Asian-Americans.
Recently, I stumbled across an article
titled “Why are the Asian American
Kids Silent in Class? Taking a Chance
with Words” by Carol A. Tateishi. This
article addresses the passivity that I
have both observed and exhibited in
the classroom. While for some this
passivity may stem from language
barrier insecurities, many who have
been raised in the States still display
this behavior. As I write this, I know
that I am still guilty of falling into this
default behavior on many occasions.
The article poignantly points out that

C u l tu ra l c o n f li c t s

Can conflicting cultures
live in harmony?

FRIDAY

narrative as our lens. The Old Testament cultivated the idea that the chosen people of Israel were superior in
God’s eyes in every way, including culturally. The argument could be made
that Israel’s interaction with outside
cultures proved to be their folly in their
relationship with God. In the New Testament, however, Jesus’ teachings about
the Great Commission and the New
Covenant lessen the gravity of that argument for Israel’s cultural superiority.
Under Christ, every man became equal,
without the existence of a chosen people. Contemporary Christianity has adherents from every corner of the globe
who find unity in Christ and his message. In Christ, therefore, it must be possible for people of varying heritages to
interact in harmony.
Less than a hundred years ago, the arduous journey to North America from
my home country of India would have
robbed me of a couple months of my
life. The ease of travel today permits
me to leave my house one day and arrive virtually anywhere in the world
the next. The rate of this development
is unprecedented, allowing cultures to

intermingle like never before. Given our
question of whether people of different
heritages can live together harmoniously, this development is surely alarming.
We have established it is possible in
Christ, at least theoretically, for cultures
to live harmoniously, but is that possible for the world at large? Or is it part
of man’s nature to not be able to holistically live in harmonious congress? Is
it an embodiment of his sin? If man’s inability to engage in fruitful intercultural relationships is because of his sinful
condition, then it must be tackled with
the same intensity of conviction we reserve for our sins. The need to coexist
with others of different cultures, then,
is of paramount importance.
For years the world has demanded
the end of war and conflict, but it must
understand that these are simply larger manifestations of the personal relationships we just charted. To solve
these macro-issues, we must be willing
to step out of our comfort zones and engage with the world. This is hard work.
We must be prepared to read more
news, think critically, place ourselves
in positions where we are in the cultural
and ideological minorities and be prepared to patiently and unequivocally
discuss issues of contention with members of other cultures. Are you willing?
echo@taylor.edu

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
wildman.luke.a@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500–700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“I didn’t know much about Taylor other than it’s the
place across from Ivanhoe’s.”
Andry atop the Taylor golf world

TheEchoNews.com

Junior Nikki Zaino has scored three goals in the 2016 season.
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Making history

No. 20-ranked women’s
soccer continues
historic season
Landry Long
Sports Co-Editor

After having the best program start in
school history with a 7–0 record and
cracking the NAIA Top 25 for the first
time ever, the No. 20-ranked women’s
soccer team is throttling full steam
ahead for the upcoming stretch of
conference games.
The streak of wins for the Trojans
includes a big win against previously
No. 14-ranked Campbellsville. With

11 minutes remaining in the contest, junior Megan Kammer found
the back of the net with a game-winning free kick from 25 yards out.
Heading into a string of nine
straight league matches, ninthyear head coach Scott Stan believes
that his squad has been battle-tested early.
“I actually tried to make the
non-conference schedule pretty
competitive,” Stan said. “We had
three teams on there that were either receiving votes or, like Campbellsville, were 14th in the nation.
The morale was good because everybody feels like they are connected

to what’s going on—whether they’re
a starter or even player 25—(everyone) has a role.”
The Trojans are led by senior captains Shelbi Lowe, Fayth Glock and
Brienna Kruit. Juniors Nikki Zaino
and Kammer are often on the offensive attack, each having three goals
apiece on the season. Sophomores
Rebekah Schwulst and Bailey Zehr
have also chipped in on the scoring
with five goals between the two.
On the defensive side of the ball,
senior Katie Wierenga has led the
Trojans this season. She has started 60 out of 64 games over her career thus far.
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Wierenga is pleased with her
team’s efforts and the positive
changes that have recently surfaced
but understands the importance of
taking the season day by day.
“I think going into the season we
had this big mindset of making sure
we enjoy the process and taking it
game by game, practice by practice,” Wierenga said. Being a part
of something big that the school
hasn’t accomplished before is also
really exciting to know we’re making
ground and we’re having fun.”
For many of the veteran Trojans,
the success has been an accumulation of hard work over several years.
After an 8–8–3 season last year, the
continuous grind has turned the
team into a powerful force.
In a discussion with her roommate, Zaino, Kammer realized that
an undefeated record can put a target on the team’s back. Despite this
pressure to keep the streak alive,
Kammer appreciates the blessings
of being able to play with her teammates and simply enjoy the process.
“I really don’t think the record hit
us until last night when we found
out we were ranked,” Kammer said.
“Even with that itself it’s like, ‘forget about the target on our back,’
because it’s pretty cool, and to just
keep enjoying it. I think attitude dictates play in every way.”
Going into the next part of the
season, Stan stresses the importance of not looking too far ahead
but also the value of performing well
in conference play.
“If you finish in the top four of the
conference, you get to host at least
one tournament game,” Stan said.
“Being able to be at home for one or
two games, home field advantage
really is home field advantage, and
we want to try to put ourselves in
that position.”
The Trojans will next be in action
at Grace College tomorrow. Game
time is scheduled for 7 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
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Andry atop the Taylor golf world

Cam Andry takes
over Taylor golf
Eric Andrews
Sports Co-Editor

Taylor golf enters a new era in 2016.
After being named the women’s head
coach in July, Cam Andry now sits on
Taylor’s golf throne.
After graduating from Ball State
University, Andry initially came to
Taylor in 2010 for a part-time job in
the sports information department.
At that point, he did not know what
he would be getting himself into.
“I didn’t know much about Taylor
other than it’s the place across from
Ivanhoe’s,” Andry said. “But I fell in love
with it, and after working here parttime for a year, the golf coaching job
for the men came open. I said, ‘I love
golf, I love college students and I love
Jesus, so I can probably work this out.’”
Andry has coached the men’s golf
team and has served as the program
director for both the men’s and women’s teams at Taylor since 2011.
Upon the departure of Julie Flores,
the women’s head coach, last season,
Andry felt he was qualified to take

over as the sole leader of Taylor golf.
“I sat down with (Kyle) Gould and
we tried to explore different options,”
Andry said. “I said that I would love
the opportunity to coach both (the
men and women), that I felt like I had
something to offer for the women.”
The move appears to be a step in
the right direction for the development of the women’s team. In his five
years of coaching at Taylor, Andry has
turned the men’s team from a cellar
dweller to an annual contender in
the Crossroads League. Last season
saw the men’s team claim their first
Crossroads League Championship
since 1998 and make their National
Championship debut.
While winning is important to Andry, he hopes to see his athletes develop off the course and focus on
becoming better people.
“I’ve learned how to be a devout
Christian and follower of God while
continuing to be competitive and engaging in sports,” junior Nick Waskom
said. “(Coach Andry) really impresses
upon us good leadership skills that
spread within our team, and he firmly
believes in growth as a team and as
a community.”

Despite the added responsibility of
becoming the women’s head coach,
Andry aims to be intentional about
spending as much time with each of
his athletes as possible.
One of Andry’s main focuses during
practices is making sure the athletes
are being pushed to improve. Andry
believes that each golfer needs to
practice at the edge of their ability in
order to grow.
“He’s really good at letting us know
what our problems are and how to
fix them,” junior Grace Elenbaas said.
“He really challenges us in different
ways that (we) haven’t been challenged before.”
Andry credits Taylor coaches Gould,
Brad Bowser and Ron Korfmacher
for his development and growth as
a coach and leader, citing the trio as
being a constant source of encouragement throughout his time at Taylor.
Andry’s growth as a coach and
leader has allowed him to more fully invest in the culture of his teams,
something he prides himself on.
“We talk about intentional community; I don’t know that there is a more
intentional community than a team,”
Andry said. “I hope that it’s been a

rewarding experience for them, (that)
they’ve been challenged and they’ve
been able to do it with people that
they enjoy being around. When I see
teams succeed, the relationships that
have been built, that’s really rewarding to me.”

Both the men’s and women’s teams
finished in third place on Monday
at the Spring Arbor Fall Classic in
Michigan. Both teams return to action today in Fort Wayne at the Saint
Francis Invitational.
echo@taylor.edu
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Cam Andry takes over as the women’s golf head coach for 2016.

Athlete of the Week

Trey Turner
The Taylor and Indiana Wesleyan athletic departments have
teamed up to enhance the rivalry at all Trojan–Wildcat games in
the future. All Taylor and Indiana Wesleyan students will now be
able to attend these games free of charge, regardless of the venue. According to Mark DeMichael, Indiana Wesleyan’s director of
athletics, the goal is to set an example of what a godly rivalry can
look like. Students will be required to show their student IDs in
order to receive free admission.

Year

Junior

Hometown

Bedford, Indiana

Favorite golfer

Rickie Fowler

Favorite quote

“Whether you think you can or
can’t, you’re right.” – Henry Ford

Funniest teammate

Mitch Lamping

Trojan Trivia

Which team currently holds a No. 7
NAIA national ranking?
A. Women’s cross country B. Men’s golf C. Volleyball
Check back next week for the answer! Last week’s answer: B. Women’s soccer

Trey Turner
Card #4



Information provided by Indiana Wesleyan Athletic Department

Be the ﬁrst to collect the entire set and submit it to THE ECHO at
the end of the year to win a complete set signed by the athletes!
Photograph by Fayth Glock

Favorite pump up song Whatever is played in the van

